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Full Bleed False Bleed: Mirror False Bleed: Upscale False Bleed: Stretch

1A: PRINT FILES SETUP ESSENTIALS

Welcome to Mixam's Book Printing Guide!

book printing

0101

https://mixam.com.au/books
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Ensure your print files include bleed before uploading them to your order’s Artwork tab.

Bleed support page
Bleed video tutorial

‘How To
Set A Trim Box’ video tutorial

Manufacturing Variance

https://mixam.com.au/support/bleed
https://youtu.be/DpENwZUvApk?si=OBYGvYT9kz4LeLxR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1HkxtjTNsHg
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Paperback (Softcover) Book 

Front Cover

Spine

Back Cover Gutter Areas

Inner Pages

Book Block

1B: ANATOMY OF A BOOK
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Hardcover (Casebound) Book

Dust Jacket (optional)Endpapers

Available for hardcover
books only.

Dust Jacket
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Saddle-Stitch (Staple) Book

Wir  Binding
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1C: BINDING TYPE BLEED GUIDELINES

Spiral (Coil) Binding

Perfect Binding: Inner and Cover Pages

Popular Products:
AREA MEASUREMENT

3mm

12mm

5mm

• Booklets
• Catalogues
• Comic Books
• Magazines
• Paperback Books
• Photography Book

https://mixam.com.au/booklets
https://mixam.com.au/catalogues
https://mixam.com.au/comicbooks
https://mixam.com.au/magazines
https://mixam.com.au/paperbackbooks
https://mixam.com.au/photographybooks
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Hardcover Binding: Cover Pages

Popular Products:
AREA MEASUREMENT

20mm

10mm

5mm

• Art Books
• Casebound Books
• Cookbooks
• Children’s Books
• Coffee Table Books
• Lookbooks
• Photo Books
• Wedding Books

Hardcover Binding: Inner Pages

AREA MEASUREMENT

3mm

12mm

5mm

Staple Binding: Inner and Covers Pages

Popular Products:
• Activity Books
• Graphic Novels
• Manga
• Zines

AREA MEASUREMENT

3mm

5mm

5mm

https://mixam.com.au/artbooks
https://mixam.com.au/hardcoverbooks
https://mixam.com.au/cookbook
https://mixam.com.au/childrensbooks
https://mixam.com.au/coffeetablebooks
https://mixam.com.au/lookbooks
https://mixam.com.au/photobooks
https://mixam.com.au/weddingbook
https://mixam.com.au/activitybooks
https://mixam.com.au/graphicnovels
https://mixam.com.au/manga
https://mixam.com.au/zines
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Wire Binding: Inner and Covers Pages

Popular Products:
• Manuals
• Workbooks

AREA MEASUREMENT

3mm

15mm

5mm

Spiral Binding: Inner and Cover Pages

Popular Products:
• Colo ring Books
• Yearbooks

AREA MEASUREMENT

3mm

20mm

5mm

https://mixam.com.au/manuals
https://mixam.com.au/workbooks
https://mixam.com.au/colouringbook
https://mixam.com.au/yearbook
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2A: FILE DESIGN OPTIONS

Popular Tools and Programs

Mixam’s
Design Tools

Set your own bleed
and trim areas

Export in CMYK

Export as PDFs

Work in spreads

Work on
single pages

Create
vectori ed files

Automatic

Single
and

double

Adobe
InDesign

Adobe
Illustrator

Adobe
Photoshop Canva Affinity

Publisher

*

**

*
**
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Downloadable Templates

Design Online Tool
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2B: FILE BASICS

Accepted File Types

Mixam’s Photo Book Editor

book printing.

Photo Book Editor support page

https://mixam.com.au/books
https://mixam.com.au/books
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C-WGvC5PY18
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BINDING / PRODUCT TYPE UPLOAD METHOD

Uploading Files

 
 

 

  
 

Dropbox
WeTransfer

Left-to-Right Binding

https://www.dropbox.com/
https://mixam.wetransfer.com/
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Converting RGB to CMYK

RGB vs CMYK

Colour Wheel Gamut

CMYK Colour Charts and Values support page.

How to Convert RGB to CMYK’ support page.

https://mixam.com.au/support/cmykchart
https://mixam.com.au/support/rgbtocmyk
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Colour Printing vs Gr yscale

Colour Variance
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Ink Saturation & Density

.jobooptions for Adobe Programs

.joboptions section in
our Print File Setup Guide.

Mixam’s Colour Profile

Download it here.

Ink Saturation and Density support page.

https://www.color.org/registry/GRACoL2006_Coated1v2.xalter
https://mixam.com.au/support/filesetup#:~:text=joboptions,%2C%20transparencies%2C%20and%20printer%20bleeds.
https://mixam.com.au/support/ink
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Rich Black Text to Standard Black conversion video tutorial

Type Rich Black
(C 30% M 30% Y 30% K 100%)

Standard (True) Black
(100% K)

Registration Black
(100% C, M, Y and K)

Resolution

For more information, visit our Print Resolution support page.

https://mixam.com.au/support/resolution
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dsPuN0kMZbI&t=13s
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3B: PAPER WEIGHT

3A: BOOK SIZING

Popular Products Common Sizes

book printing

https://mixam.com.au/books
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Text Paper vs Cover Paper

Weight Description

TEXT PAPER WEIGHTS

Weight Description

COVER PAPER WEIGHTS
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3C: PAPER TYPES

Type Description Uses

For text and image-based

content:

For image-heavy and

photographic work: 

Items that prioritise texture,

readability or intended to be

written or drawn on: 

https://mixam.com.au/booklets
https://mixam.com.au/catalogs
https://mixam.com.au/magazines
https://mixam.com.au/artbooks
https://mixam.com.au/photobooks
https://mixam.com.au/photographybooks
https://mixam.com.au/activitybooks
https://mixam.com.au/comicbooks
https://mixam.com.au/workbooks
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Note:

Type Description

Items that prioritise

sustainability: 

Uses

For eco-friendly projects with

a rustic look:

https://mixam.com.au/colouringbook
https://mixam.com.au/zines
https://mixam.com.au/childrensbooks
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3D: LAMINATIONS
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Type Description Uses

https://mixam.com.au/coloringbook
https://mixam.com.au/zines
https://mixam.com.au/booklets
https://mixam.com.au/catalogs
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Type Description Uses

https://mixam.com.au/magazines
https://mixam.com.au/artbooks
https://mixam.com.au/photographybooks
https://mixam.com.au/yearbook
https://mixam.com.au/weddingbook
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4A: VS DIGITAL PRINTING

DIGITAL
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4B: READING BOOK VS PHOTO-QUALITY BOOK PRINTING

READING BOOK PHOTO-QUALITY BOOK PRINTING

Ideal for graphic-heavy and

photo-based projects:

Ideal for text-heavy books:

https://mixam.com.au/novels
https://mixam.com.au/autobiography
https://mixam.com.au/artbooks
https://mixam.com.au/photographybooks
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4C: BULK PRINTING VS PRINT ON DEMAND

BULK PRINTING PRINT ON DEMAND

www.mixam.com.au/print-link
www.mixam.com.au/print-link
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4D: MIXAM’S PRINT-ON-DEMAND SERVICE: PrintLink

Self-Publishing page
PrintLink video tutorial

https://mixam.com/print-link
www.mixam.com.au/print-link
https://mixam.com/print-on-demand/6473cccadb8217646d9db6ea
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q4XeM0L8Ajc
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4E: OUR PRINTERS AND CAPABILITIES

Digital (Inkjet) Digital (Liquid Ink) Digital (Toner Ink) Digital (Reel)
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5A: FILE CHECKLIST

Ensure you have checked the following before uploading your files to a pending order:

5B: NSFW CONTENT
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5 : PROOFING YOUR FILES

Mixam’s advanced software will automatically check your files upon upload, but it’s
also important to manually check them. Here’s how to proof your files:

Adobe Acrobat Reader

Download it here.

On a PC:

On a Mac:

Downloadable Proof

https://get.adobe.com/reader/
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You can download this proof by either:

Adobe Acrobat Reader.

Professional Proof

Thumbnails

Virtual Preview
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5 : AVOIDING COMMON FILE ISSUES

Spine Design

Here are some spine design tips:

Collation

Collation 

Here’s how to make sure you collate your files correctly:

https://mixam.com/blog/education/what-does-collate-mean-printing
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InDesign cover spread and spine video tutorial YouTube.

Colour Casts

Here’s how to avoid colour casts and a high level
of colo r reproduction:

Ghosting

Here’s how to avoid ghosting:

NORMAL COLO R CASTS

BLACK
(K:100%)

RICH BLACK
(WITH GHOSTING)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWyb-KeDcq0
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Upsampling

Overprinting

Here’s how to avoid overprinting issues:

‘Knockout’

KNOCKOUT OVERPRINT
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Fonts

Here are some tips to help avoid font-related issues: 

Kerning

Here’s how to avoid kerning issues: 

AVa
AVa
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6A: KEY STEPS FOR PLACING AN ORDER

Bulk Ordering

Mixam account

Multiple Artworks’ support page

Print on Demand

Mixam account

www.mixam.com.au/login
www.mixam.com.au/login
www.mixam.com.au/support/how-to-print-multiple-designs
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6B: REORDERING PRINTS IN BULK

Order Status Terminology

Pending:

Confirmed:

Paused:

In Production:



MIXAM’S BOOK PRINTING GUIDE

6C: CUSTOM QUOTE REQUEST: BULK PRINTING

Email Mixam

Specify the following print specifications:

6D: PRODUCTION OVERVIEW; HOW MIXAM PRINTS BOOKS

Pre-flight:

Printing:

Cover Lamination:

Trimming:
Binding:

Final Quality Check:

short book printing video

mailto:team@mixam.com.au
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/N7_V4cu8b-I
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Product Photos

Description

Unboxing Video How-To Video Comparison Video

Prompts

https://www.instagram.com/p/C_alwyrR8xc/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C8peTBfRxry/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DFa2CNhhyEb/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C6wYr4SxTgO/
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Contact us

8A: MIXAM’S API

‘What is an ISBN?’ support page.

8B: ISBNs

mailto:team@mixam.com.au
https://www.myidentifiers.com.au/identify-protect-your-book/isbn/buy-isbn
https://business.gov.au/planning/protect-your-brand-idea-or-creation/copyright#:~:text=You%20don't%20need%20to,under%20the%20Copyright%20Act%201968
https://mixam.com.au/support/isbn
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Recycled Papers

8D: SUSTAINABLE PRINTING

8C: VARIANT AND SKETCH COVERS

https://mixam.com.au/comic-sketch-covers
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Paper Waste

Eco-Friendly Packaging
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Absorbency

Book Block

Binding

Bleed

Brightness

Bulk Printing

Colour Cast

Colour Variance

CMYK

9A: BOOK PRINTING GLOSSARY
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Ink Density

DPI

Digital Printing

Dust Jacket

Gr yscale

Ghosting

Hardcover

Hinge Area
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Inkjet Printing

ISBN

Lamination

Kerning

Manufacturing Variance

Opacity

Printing
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Overprint

Paperback Book

Paper Weight

PDF

Perfect Binding

Preflight

Print on Demand (POD)

Proof
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PUR Binding

Resolution

RGB

Rich Black

Saddle-Stitch Binding

Safe Zone

Saturation

Self-Cover
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Signatures

Spine

Spiral Binding

Standard Black

Trim Line

Tolerance Movement

Quiet Area

Upsampling

Wire Binding
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9B: WHY PRINT WITH MIXAM?
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9C: CONTACT MIXAM

https://mixam.com.au
mailto:team@mixam.com.au
https://mixam.com.au/contact
https://www.instagram.com/mixamprint/
https://www.facebook.com/MixamPrint
https://x.com/mixamprint
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mixam-uk-ltd
https://www.youtube.com/@MixamPrint
https://www.tiktok.com/@mixamprint
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